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God's Amazing Grace 
Part 1 

By J. A. Deutsch 

 

"What is man that you are mindful of him, 

the son of man that you care for him?" 

Psalm 8:4 

 
(These notes are not complete or meant to stand alone, but are designed to facilitate a series of lectures) 

 

1. Who created man (and all things).  Answer: God 

 

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth… 
26

 Then God said, "Let us 

make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 

thing that creeps on the earth."  
27

 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he created them. 

 

Acts 17:24   
24

 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in temples made by man, 

 

Acts 4:24   
24

 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, "Sovereign 

Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 

 

John 1:3  
3
 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 

made. 

 

2. Did God need man? Answer: No 

 

Acts 17:25   
25

 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 

gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 

 

3. Is man the “pinnacle”; “apex” or “crowning glory” of God’s creation and thus each one is 

supremely valuable to him? Answer: No 

 

God crowned man with some measure of glory and honor but were created lower than “heavenly 

beings” or “angels” (Heb. 2:7, 9) but above animals etc. 

 

Psalm 8:5-8   
5
 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him 

with glory and honor.  
6
 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put 

all things under his feet,  
7
 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,  

8
 the birds of the 

heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
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*Being created in the “image” and “likeness” of God is unique to man. This does not mean the 

wisest/smartest  in creation (possibly angels), or the strongest (leviathan – Job. 41:1ff or elephant, 

horse, ox. etc.),  Whatever it did mean [a very complex and deeply debated topic] it did not and does 

not mean that he needs us or that we have any inherent worth. Regardless of your understanding of 

this subject the FALL OF ADAM and consequent condemnation and the impact and implications of 

this sin are clearly declared in a multitude of passages. We cannot stand on human deduction from 

the concept of the image of God but we must search the scriptures to see what they say about the 

present position of mankind. 

 

4. THE FALL   

 

Romans 3:9  
9
 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged 

that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under the power of sin, 

 

Romans 3:22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is 

no distinction: 
23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 

Romans 5:12-14  
12

 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 

through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned-  
13

 for sin indeed was in the world 

before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law.  
14

 Yet death reigned from 

Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a 

type of the one who was to come. 

 

Romans 5:16  
16

 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment 

following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought 

justification. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:22  
22

 For as in Adam all die… 

 

It says "in Adam all die" not merely "because of Adam's sin we are in a sinful world and will probably 

sin and die." No, it is talking about a true death that has already taken place, a spiritual death. 

 

Please remember that God told Adam "in the day you eat it you will surely die". Some of us might look 

at that and say, hey Adam did not "die" he went on to have many children etc., but what you must not 

overlook is that a much more profound and significant death took place that day, mankind's spiritual 

death. Adam later died physically because he did not have access to the life sustaining fruit on the tree of 

life in the garden (Gen. 3:22-24), but this was a second death for Adam, the first death was his 

separation from God spiritually. Now we are born physically alive, but spiritually dead. "In Adam all 

die"…" so death reigns. 

 

We all know that "the wages of sin is death" Rom. 6:23. Therefore what we should understand is that 

God would be right, just and fair if he never saved a single soul but allowed all to perish in their sin. 

 

Romans 11:35  
35

 "Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?" 
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Job 41:11   
11

 Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole 

heaven is mine. 

 

God is God! He owes nothing to anyone. He does not owe everyone an equal chance, nor does he own 

anyone a chance at all. This does not mean He is unjust, he is just. 

 

Job 34:12-18   
12

 Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, and the Almighty will not pervert justice.  
13

 Who gave him charge over the earth, and who laid on him the whole world?  
14

 If he should set 

his heart to it and gather to himself his spirit and his breath,  
15

 all flesh would perish together, 

and man would return to dust.  
16

 "If you have understanding, hear this; listen to what I say.  
17

 

Shall one who hates justice govern? Will you condemn him who is righteous and mighty,  
18

 who 

says to a king, 'Worthless one,' and to nobles, 'Wicked man,' 

 

God has all rights to do whatever he wants. Mankind has no rights before God and if God was to act 

according to what we deserve it would be condemnation. But thanks be to God who is also loving, 

compassionate and merciful redeeming whom ever he chooses to show his mercy to (Rom. 9:15) 

 

Our sinful hearts scream, "it's not right!" but God Himself says: 

 

Job 40:8  
8
 Will you even put me in the wrong? Will you condemn me that you may be in the 

right? 

  

Otherwise, what about those people in remote locations (isolated tribes etc.) who have never heard about 

Jesus? 

 

The Bible says: 

 

Acts 4:12  
12

 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved." (also John 14:6) 

 

Was it fair (better ‘just’) for God to allow generations of these people to die without ever hearing the 

gospel and having a chance or choice? Yes, fairness (justice) only brings judgment and condemnation. 

This perspective evidences a delusion that "if they had heard, they might have believed." No man in his 

natural sinful condition will ever believe and repent (1 Cor. 2;14; Rom. 3:10-12), and if God had one of 

his chosen in that tribe, He would have certainly sent a messenger with the Gospel (Rom. 10:14ff).  

 

Apart from the Spirit training your heart to accept God's Word these things cannot be grasped. 

 

Psalm 130:3   
3
 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 

 

Do the good deeds of mankind really impress God? 

 

Job 35:7  
7
 If you are righteous, what do you give to him? Or what does he receive from your 

hand? 
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In the end the reality comes clear. He is the Potter we are the clay, He has all rights. (Rom. 9:21ff; Isa 

29:16; 45:9ff) 

 

Matthew 20:15  
15

 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?...  

 

Romans 9:19-20  
19

 You will say to me then, "Why does he still find fault? For who can resist 

his will?"  
20

 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 

molder, "Why have you made me like this?" 

 

What is the spiritual condition of man? 

 

Psalm 143:2   
2
 Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one living is righteous before 

you. 

 

This is what the Bible teaches about our spiritual condition: 

 

Ephesians 2:1  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins, (Also Eph. 2:5) 

 

Colossians 2:13   
13

 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 

flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 

 

Until God powerfully moves upon us with His Spirit bringing new birth through Christ's perfect 

sacrifice, propitiation, atonement, and ransom for all our sins, we were DEAD spiritually.  

 

So we learn the Adam is not only the physical father of all who would follow, but was the God 

appointed representative for mankind and as such all he represented (those born after the flesh) are now 

dead in sin and justly condemned. Even the name "Adam" (~d'a') means both man and mankind. In the 

same manner later we will learn that Christ, the last (or second) Adam (1 Cor. 15:45) is a representative 

of all who are born of the Spirit and in Him pass from death unto life. 

 

The Psalmist (here David and reiterated in Hebrews 2) is astounding that God would even give man any 

thought, care or attention: Psalm 8:4 what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that 

you care for him? 

 

Many today have been taught some concept of the infinite worth of the soul of man…etc. and thus 

consider it God’s ultimate goal and constant effort to try to get as many as possible to repent and turn to 

him. Alas, most of the time, they would have to conclude, God fails to get what he wanted or 

accomplish what he willed. This is not true of the (our) God. 

 

Psalm 115:3 Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. 

 

Psalm 135:6 Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps. 

 

Isaiah 46:10 declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, 

saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,' 
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Daniel 4:35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his 

will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or 

say to him, "What have you done?" 
 

REGARDING THE VALUE OR WORTH OF MAN 

 

Isaiah 40:15   
15

 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the dust on 

the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. 
 

Isaiah 40:17 
17

 All the nations are as nothing before him, they are accounted by him as less than 

nothing and emptiness.  
 

Psalm 62:9 Those of low estate are but a breath; those of high estate are a delusion; in the balances 

they go up; they are together lighter than a breath. 
 

Romans 3:10-12   
10

 as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one;  
11

 no one understands; no one 

seeks for God.  
12

 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless*; no one does good, 

not even one." [*lacking any worth or usefulness] 
 

WE SHOULD BE AMAZED THAT GOD SHOULD CHOOSE TO CONSIDER, CARE FOR AND VALUE ANY OF 

US. 

 

Psalm 144:3  
3
 O LORD, what is man that you regard him, or the son of man that you think of him? 

 

Job 7:17  
17

 What is man, that you make so much of him, and that you set your heart on him,  
 

SURPRISINGLY TO SOME THE CARE AND HEART ARE NOT IN THE SAME MANNER OR MEASURE TO 

ALL (more on this later) 

 

Deuteronomy 10:15 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their 

offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 
 

God created us for his own purposes according to his own plan, will and desire to express his manifold 

attributes and characteristics to the praise of his glory. (all of it is for himself, God the father expressing 

love by giving people to his Son [John 6:37-39; 10:29; 17:2, 6, 9,  11] The Son bringing glory to the 

father through obedience and suffering [John 4:34;  5:30; 6:38; 12:28; Heb. 2:9-10; 1 Peter 1:11] The 

Spirit bringing glory to the Son [John 16:14-15]. In the end we see that primary underlying purpose in 

all the God does is to express his love for himself (Father - Son - Holy Spirit) and bring praise and glory 

to himself (Father - Son - Holy Spirit) 

 

Isaiah 43:7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and 

made." 

 

Isaiah 43:21 the people whom I formed for myself that they might declare my praise. 

 

Isaiah 48:11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned? My 

glory I will not give to another. 
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Romans 9:22-24   
22

 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 

endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction,  
23

 in order to make known 

the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory-  
24

 even us 

whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 

 

Ephesians 1:6-12   
6
 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 

Beloved.
…

  
9
 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set 

forth in Christ… 
11

 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 

the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will,  
12

 so that we who 

were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

 

Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 

For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities- all things were created through him and for him. 
17 

And he is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. 

 

Romans 11:36  
36

 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

If you miss this point, then you will miss every point. Creation is the work of God for the according to 

the plan and will of God for his purpose of bringing himself praise and glory. God is the main character 

in the Bible, not man. God is the "crowning glory" of all that exists, not man. All that exists came into 

being by God, through his power, to fulfil his purposes. God is not 'trying his best to get people to 

believe in him, but many just won't', he is doing exactly what he planned and exactly what he has 

designed each moment of every day. 
 

 

 


